






Proposed Nantucket Syringe Service Program (SSP) 

Effectiveness and Benefits of SSPs:  

Syringe service programming is an evidence-based community intervention that 

has been demonstrated to: reduce the spread HIV, Viral Hepatitis, and other 

infectious diseases; reduce overdose deaths; and increase the uptake of substance 

use disorder treatment. SSPs are recommended by both the Massachusetts 

Department of Public Health as well as the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention.  

More information about the effectiveness of SSPs can be found here: 

Summary of Information on The Safety and Effectiveness of Syringe Services 

Programs (SSPs) | CDC  

Summary of Proposed Services: 

The proposed SSP would be supported through the Massachusetts Department of 

Public Health and will provide comprehensive services including: 

• Provision of sterile needles, syringes, and other drug preparation equipment 

and disposal services. 

• Education and counseling to reduce sexual, injection and overdose risks. 

• Provision of condoms and other safer sex supplies to reduce risk of sexual 

transmission of viral hepatitis, HIV or other sexually transmitted diseases 

(STDs). 

• Provision of HIV, viral hepatitis, STD and tuberculosis screening. 

• Provision of nasal naloxone to reverse opioid overdoses. 

• Referral and linkage to HIV, viral hepatitis, STD, and TB prevention, 

treatment, and care services, including antiretroviral therapy for HCV and 

HIV, pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP), post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP), 

prevention of mother-to-child transmission, and partner services. 

• Referral and linkage to hepatitis A virus (HAV) and hepatitis B virus 

vaccination. 

• Referral and linkage to and provision of substance use disorder treatment, 

including: Acute treatment services (detox), MAT for opioid use disorder, 

which combines drug therapy (e.g., methadone, buprenorphine, or 

naltrexone) with counseling and behavioral therapy, residential treatment, 

and/or community-based recovery services. 

• Referral to medical care, mental health services, and other support services. 

 



 


